	



SELF-EMPLOYMENT
	





If you are self-employed at the time you file an initial claim for unemployment insurance benefits or become self-employed while collecting unemployment insurance, you must provide this information to the Division of Unemployment  Insurance. 

The Delaware Courts, most recently in the Delaware Superior Court’s Workman decision issued on September 1, 2011, have consistently ruled that self-employed individuals are not eligible for the receipt of unemployment insurance benefits. Unemployment benefits are intended to support individuals who become unemployed through no fault of their own and to promote stable employment, not to support the early stages of a new business or self-employed individuals whose enterprises have not been profitable. Cases addressing the issue suggest that self-employment will be found to exist where an individual has made more than de minimis efforts on behalf of an operating business that he or she owns regardless of whether the business is profitable or that the individual remains available for other work. 



